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STATE OF WASHINGTON

Attorney General Rob McKenna

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 29 , 2006

State to appeal King County ruling on felon voters

OLYMPIA…Secretary of State Sam Reed and Attorney General Rob McKenna today announced the state will appeal the King County 
Superior Court ruling on felon voters in Madison v. State of Washington.

At issue is whether felons, who have served their prison sentences but still have outstanding legal fines, victim’s restitution payments or
other financial obligations, should remain ineligible to vote.  Washington law provides felons the opportunity to restore their civil rights,
including the right to vote, either through a governor’s pardon or upon issuance of a certificate of discharge, indicating they have fulfilled “all
requirements of their sentences, including any and all legal financial obligations.”

On Monday, King County Superior Court Judge Michael Spearman ruled the current rights restoration process unconstitutional because it is
based on felons’ ability to pay. Consequently, felons who have otherwise complied with their sentences, and are making payments toward
unpaid financial requirements, are now eligible to vote.

McKenna and Reed made the following joint statement on the appeal:  

 

“Each state has the right to determine the process for restoring voting rights to felons.  Washington state law requires that convicted felons
comply with all court-imposed sentencing requirements, including paying restitution to crime victims, before the felon's voting rights are
restored. 

“Under the ‘rational basis test’ used by the courts, the Legislature does have a rational basis to deny felons the right to vote until they have
completed their entire court-ordered sentences, including payment of criminal penalties, victim's restitution, and legal fees, rather than
separating out various sentencing aspects.”
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